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Making Student Research More Meaningful and Personally Satisfying  

Students doing research papers can contribute to the collective body of human knowledge  

by learning how to edit Wikipedia articles  

 

Step-by-step Guide – freely available for you to try out at 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/FirstTimeWikipediaEditing 
 

Wikipedia Assignment 1 of 2 –  

Getting Your First Experience Editing Wikipedia 

Using your amazing powers to find what you need within Wikipedia, you can follow the steps below to learn How 

To... 

 Create your own account for editing Wikipedia 

 Find a page you like than look at the [Discussion] tab to find out what previous editors have been saying to 

each other 

 Look at the [History] tab for the article and compare today's page with a previous version 

 Learn how to make a basic edit, fixing a typo or grammatical error 

 Learn how to link two Wikipedia articles to each other 

 Learn how to add new info to any page in a way that will stick 

 Learn how to include a citation for whatever you've added 

If you get stuck, please ask for help from any of your friendly resources, online, or me! 

Q1. How much previous experience have you had with Wikipedia as a resource? 

I have never seen Wikipedia before 

I use Wikipedia occasionally 

I use Wikipedia many times per week 

I use Wikipedia daily 

 

Q2. Have you ever edited a Wikipedia page before? 

 No, never tried it 

Maybe, unsure of success 

Yes, I've done this in a previous class 

Yes, I learned how to do it before, on my own 

Please describe:  

 

For the next several questions, you should keep this screen open and open a second screen for what you're doing in 

Wikipedia. 

Q3: Once you have created a Wikipedia account, please provide the following info: 

Your Name:     Your Wikipedia Username: 

Your ZIP code:     Your Regular Email Address: 

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s/FirstTimeWikipediaEditing


Once you have a Wikipedia account, you are ready to try editing a page. It helps to find a page you want to edit and 

another (3rd) window with the Wikipedia tutorial information. You can figure it out. 

Just above the [Save Changes] button is the Edit Summary comment box - make sure you put a quick comment in to 

describe the changes you have made. When you're happy that you've done it successfully, come back and answer this 

question. 

Q4: Which Wikipedia article(s) did you make your first edits on?  

What did you change?   (please include URLs): 

 

Lots of Wikipedia articles could be better linked to each other - all you need to do is identify a phrase or term on one 

page that isn't linked to the page it could be and edit (add brackets) to create the link. You can look over any articles 

you are interested and find possibilities. 

Q5: Which Wikipedia article(s) did you link to each other?  

Why did you choose those two? (please include URLs) 

 

Now the biggie! Find a piece of information from a credible source outside of Wikipedia that you would like to add to 

an existing article. Read the [Discussion] page to see what other editors have said and how recently there's been 

activity. Then figure out how to add both the piece of information and the citation for it. Make sure you add a 

comment before you [Save Changes]. Then go to the [Discussion] tab and leave a note to introduce yourself and 

describe what you did for the other page editors. 

Q6: In which Wikipedia article(s) did you add a piece of information with a citation? Please provide 

details and be sure to include URLs. 

 

Later in the course, you’ll be writing a research paper as described in the syllabus and then improving two related 

Wikipedia articles and linking them together. 

Q7:  If you had to choose your research topics today (you don't), what are some of the specific Wikipedia 

articles that might be related to your research interests?  (please include URLs) 

 

 

Q8: How do you feel about learning how to edit Wikipedia articles? How do you feel about developing 

the skills to add to the "collective body of all human knowledge"? 

 

 

We believe that one of the best ways to learn is to teach.  Think of a couple of people you know outside of this class 

that might be interested in learning how to do this, too. 

Q9: Can you make a commitment to help at least one other person learn how to do simple Wikipedia 

edits, within the next 2 weeks?  Describe who you think might be interested in learning. 

Q10: About how long did it take you to complete this assignment? How difficult did you find it to 

complete? 

 

Q11: Do you have any questions, comments, or suggestions about this assignment? 

 

Click [Done] to Submit Your Answers 



Wikipedia Assignment 2 of 2 –  

Using Your Research to Improve Related Wikipedia Articles 

By the time you finished the first Wikipedia assignment for this class, you had learned not only how to make simple 

edits, but also how to link Wikipedia articles to each other and how to add a citation to new information. For this 

assignment, it is simply more of the same, now specifically related to the research you have been doing for class. 

To complete this assignment satisfactorily you will: 

 Find at least two existing Wikipedia articles that relate to your research (i.e., an article about a specific case 

and an article about a specific concept from class that is an element within the case).  

 Read the articles thoroughly to ID potential misinformation or sections to which you might want to add. 

 Look at the [Discussion] tab for each article to find out what previous editors have been saying to each other.  

 From the research you are doing for your paper, select at least two new pieces of information to add to each 

of the articles, with at least one citation for each piece of information. 

 Link at least two Wikipedia articles together. 

 Contribute to the related articles’ discussion pages, introducing yourself to the other editors. 

 Complete all the questions on this questionnaire. 

And you'll be done! Please check the schedule in your syllabus for the due date on this assignment. Your Wikipedia 

edits and completing these questions should take between 1 to 3 hours. 

Again, if you get stuck, please ask for help from any of your friendly resources, online, in class or in the real world. 

Thank you for making Wikipedia even better! :-) 

Before getting into the assignment, we want to follow up on one of the questions from the previous assignment.  

Q1: Have you been able to help at least one other person learn how to do simple Wikipedia edits? What 

was that like? 

 

For the next several questions, you will probably find it easiest to keep this screen open and open a second screen for 

what you're doing in Wikipedia. 

Q2: In order to see your work, I’ll need the following information: 

Your Name:      Your Wikipedia Username: 

Your Regular Email Address:    

Q3: Which Wikipedia articles are you changing for this assignment? The minimum is two. Please 

provide the URLs (one per line) below: 

Article 1:  

Article 2:  

Article 3:  

Article 4:  

Other Articles:  

Q4: When you looked at the [Discussion] page for each article, what did you notice? 

 



As you make changes to the articles, look for where you can add simple links to other Wikipedia pages - all it takes 

is adding [[ and ]] to any key words or phrases that have existing Wikipedia articles. 

You also want to make sure you add citations whenever you add new information. The easiest way to do this is to 

write in the new info then add the citation information immediately following, putting a <ref> before the citation 

information and a </ref> after it. It will automatically format whatever is between those two tags, adding a footnote 

into the article text and placing the reference information into the References section at the bottom of the page. 

For more information about citations or other How To info for editing in Wikipedia, check out: Wikipedia Editing 

Tutorial: Citing Sources at http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Citing_sources  

Please remember, before you save changes to any Wikipedia article, include a brief edit summary underneath the 

edit window for whatever changes you've made. 

When you have finished substantive edits on any Wikipedia page, it is considered courteous to update the 

[Discussion] page (adding your comments to the bottom of the page) and you can add info about yourself, this 

assignment and your opinions about the articles there. 

Q5:. What are the key sources from your research which you chose to cite? Please provide full reference 

information. 

 

Q6: Please summarize the changes you made to each article (minimum: two new pieces of cited 

information and two new links between existing Wikipedia articles): 

 

Q7: What did you add to the discussion pages for the articles you changed? 

 

 

Q8: About how long did it take you to complete this assignment? 

 

Metacognition/Reflection:  This is an unusual assignment for most college students (at least this year), but makes 

your research more useful to others around the world. And you have now added the ability to edit Wikipedia to the 

ever-growing list of skills you have. 

Q9: Having completed this assignment, how do you feel about it? Specifically, what did you like best 

about it and how would you recommend we change it for the future? 

 

Click [Done] to Submit Your Answers 

 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Citing_sources

